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extinction!
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Why are islands so special?

» Islands maintain some of the richest biodiversity in
the World
— Mauritius in a major biodiversity hotspot — many unique sp.

nigueness of species on small




" Extensive destruction of

natural habitat

People arrived and most of this
unique ecosystem was rapidly destroyed
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¢ Late 1970s it was recognised that action had to be
taken on the islands to prevent further reptile loss

” The need for conservation
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llot Vacoas

* A1l.06haisland
* Theisland supports three reptile species:

llot Vacoas o T llot Vacoas

Bouton’s skink J - « Lesser night gecko,
Cryptoblepharus boutonii | 1

Native - not restricted to Mauritius
A coastal spp.
Found on several islands
— Lost from most of coastal
Mauritius, lle aux Aigrettes
and lle Marianne

Not particularly threatened

¢ 390 individuals on a 80m strip of coastal rock

llot Vacoas

* Lesser night gecko, Nactus coindemirensis

Once widespread and most
abundant vertebrate in
Mauritius

Underwent catastrophic
reduction in range
Decimated by introduced
species:




The night geckos incredibly vulnerable to extinction
International support to restore populations Oct 06
Within a year we estimated >150 geckos

Bdth spe

30 Nactus coindemirensis
30 Nactus durrelli

* However, the island was not as secure as we had

hoped Much was learnt on llot Chat

_ 4 introductionsito llot.cHoe In 201Q we'll be ready to release night geckos onto
- Agamid lizard lle Marianne

+ Musk Shrew < ), 1 Remote Nature Reserve with restricted access
« Couleuvre - .

Deenth shrate sahwviskishiefsrealiésiaad mpiilepaopulations
o Dine irett cdustiohtbé QN E axalithergdatmsvetttinatieaks!

llot Vacoas llot Vacoas

* llot Vacoas’ Bojer’s skink llot Vacoas’ Bojer’s skink
Gongylomorphus bojerii sp. Gongylomorphus bojerii sp.

« Endemic to llot Vacoas! Endemic to llot Vacoas!
* World’s population = 350 Once widespread
throughout South
Mauritius and the
SE islands
Decimated




erisk of losin
“Introduced predators
— Fire
— Severe storms
— Direct persecution
* We therefore needed to take action to restore
_____gopulations elsewhere

Extinction

 As part of the restoration program we reintroduced

 Historical records — Bojer’s skinks found on:
* lle de la Passe 1930s

* lle aux Fouquets 1970s
* Losses coincides with shrew invasion

* Fossil evidence that the llot Vacoas’ Bojer’s skink was
found on lle aux Aigrettes and Southeast coast of
Mauritius

* lle aux Aigrettes ideal site for reintroducing the
Bojer’s skink, forest restoration and large predators
removed...

» Efforts to remove the couleuvre and shrew failed

Native seed
dispersal is
occurring

No severe —ve
im act§ upon

Trhe fé\pgﬂansﬂmeeTmmou&to
feirtiedastoBujerinéKialeshakigettte island...

« With skinks most recently found on lle aux
Fouquets — we started restoring a population there

— Jan 07
— 20 skinks to lle aux Fouquets




—

» Our work on the island is showing that
the population is growing

» Many new individuals breeding

» Estimated >200 skinks

 the xt'phase:
‘Restoring the population back to lle de la Passe

¢ The large snakes reported would have been one
or both of two species of unique boa:

The keel scaled boa
Casarea dussumieri

The burrowing boa
Bolyeria multocarinata

Sadly only the keel scaled boa
: survives today and is now only
» 1700s: Large snakes reported - tells much about
the island’s ecosystem found on Round Island

(Cossigny 1764 in Cheke 1987)

Boas are top predators of large reptiles and
occasionally seabirds

For boas to have survived on lle de la Passe,
there would have been a thriving reptile and
seabird community




* As much as we would like to see boas on
lle de la Passe again
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the island is
not longer
suitable
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Thank you!




